T O THE HIGH | 
AND HONORABLE 


OF PARLIAMENT. 
T be humble Petition of the Vmaverſitie of Ox 0 « » 


SHEWETH 
| deap & HAT whereas the Vniverfity hath been informed of ſeverall Petitions concerning the pre- 
g\ ſent Government of this Church, and maintenance of the Clergic, which have of late been 
SIA exhibited to this Honorable Afſembly, We could not but think our Selves bound in duty 
2 to God,8: this whole Nation, in charity to our Selves & Succeſlors, who have & are lik: to 
2279 ©) have more then ordinary intereft in any reſolution that ſhall be taken concerning Church 
affaires, inall humility, to deſire the continuan Sar forme of Government, which is 
 noweſtabliſhed here,and hath been preſerved in ſome of the Eaſter e Churches,in a continued Succeſſion 
of Biſhops, down from the very Apoſtles to this preſent time; the like whereof cannot be affirmed ofany 
' Other forme of Government in any Church. Vpon which confideration,and ſuch other motives,as haue 
., beenalready repreſented tothis Honorable Parliament from other Perſons and places, ( with whom We 
+  concurre) in behalf of Epiſcopacy, We earneſtly deſire , that You would protec that ancient and A po- 
ſolicall Order from ruine or diminution, And become farther Suiters for the continuance of thoſe pious 
Foundations of Cathedrall Churches, with their Lands and Revenewes: As dedicate tothe ſervice and 
honour of God, ſoone after the plantation of Chriſtianity in the Engliſh Nation: As thought firand uſe. 
full to bee preſerved for that end, when the Nurſeries of ſuperſtition were demoliſhed, and ſo con- 
- tinuedinthelaſt and beſttimes ſincethe bleſſed Reformation: As approved and confirmed by the Lawes 
: - ofthis Land, ancient and moderne : As the principall outward motive, and encouragement of all Stu- 
- Cents,eſpecially in Divinity ,and the fitteſt reward of ſomedeepe and eminent Schollers: As producing or 
nouriſhing inall Ages many godly and Learned men, who have moſt ſtrongly aſſerted the truth of 
| thatReligiun We profeſſe, againſt the many fierce oppoitions of our Adverſaries of Rome: As affor- 
ding a competent portion in an ingenuous way to many younger Brothers of good Parentage , who de- 
yote themſelvestothe Miniſtery of the Goſpell : As the onely meanes of ſubſiſtence ro a multitude of 
Officers and other miniſters , who with their Families depend upon,them , and are wholy maintained 
by them: Asthe maine Auchors or upholders of diverſe Schooles , Hoſpitals, high wayes , bridges, 
and other publique and pious works: As ſpeciall cauſes of much profit and advantage to thoſe Cities 
wherethey arc ſcituate , not onely by releiving their poore , and keeping convenient hoſpitality , but by 
occafioning a frequent reſort of Strangers from other parts , tothe grear benefic of all Tradeſmen, and 
moſt Inhabitants in thoſe places : As the goodly Monuments of our Predeceflors Picty , and preſenc 
onour ofthis Kingdome inthe eye of forreigne Nations: Asthe cheife ſupport of many thouſand Fa- 
nilies of the Laity , who enjoy faire eſtates from themin a free way: As yeelding aconſtant and ample 
evenue tothe Crowne: Andas by which many of the learned Profeſſors in our Y7niverſity are main- 
ained. The ſubverſion or alienation whereof muſt ( as we conceive, )not only be attended with fuch 
onſequences as will redound tothe ſcandall of many well affeedto our Religion, bur open the mourhes 
pfour Adverſaries, and of Poſterity againſt Vs; andis likely intime todraw atterit harder conditions up- 
dn a con{iderable part of the Laity , an univerſall cheapnefſe and contempr uponthe Clergie , alamenta- 
dledrowping and defeRion of induſtry and knowledge in the F niverſitics ; which is caficto for<-lce, 
dut will be hard to remedie. 


May it therefore pleaſe thu Honorable Aſſembly, »pon theſe and ſuch other Conſiderations as your 
great Wiſedomes ſoall ſuggeſt,to take ſuch pious care for the continuance of theſe Religious Hou- 
les, andtheir Revenewes, according to the beſt intentions of therr Founders, as may beto the 
moſt furtherance of Gods glory and ſervice, the Hononr of this Cherch & Nation, the advarce- 
went of Religion and Learning, the encouragement of the modeſt hopes , and honeſt endeavours 
of many hun red Students i» the Yniverſitics 


Who doc and ſſ11!l ever pray &c. 
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